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01 ABSTRACT

Community College transfer pathways are one key component to fostering diversity, equity, inclusion, affordability, 
and accessibility within architectural education.  For over 20 years, the College of DuPage (COD) has been 
transferring students to the School of Architecture at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign (Illinois).  While 
transfer pathways in architectural education are not uncommon, what makes this collaboration unique is the care 
and support that each institution provides students throughout the process.  Since 2018, La Tanya Cobb from Illinois 
has been working with Mark Pearson from COD to facilitate best practices in transfer for architecture students.  This 
collaboration, that both cherish, enhances the culture of each institution.  Each year La Tanya visits COD to talk to 
potential transfer students about opportunities at Illinois.  She continues to engage with these students when they 
visit her at the AIA college fair in Chicago.  Most importantly she provides transfer students individualized advising 
and support after they commit to attending Illinois, making the process as welcoming and seamless as possible.  
This intentional relationship building, and student support model is the key to this programs ongoing and sustained 
success.  COD students, due to the advising and support they receive, integrate seamlessly into the studio culture 
at Illinois.  These students participate in student organizations, study abroad, and are often recognized with design 
awards at Illinois. Mark, an alumni of the program at Illinois, understands the rigor and preparation necessary for 
students to succeed after transfer.  He visits Illinois often to maintain transfer relationships, participate in studio 
reviews, discuss curriculum alignment changes, and check in on his former students.  This collaborative, supportive, 
transfer model has been spotlighted as a best practice at conferences and in webinars.  Transfer collaborations 
like this help expand access to architectural education and provide pathways for students who might otherwise lack 
opportunities. 
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03  STUDENT TESTIMONIALDear ACSA, 

My name is Irvin Amezola, and I am a Senior in architecture at the University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign and an Alumni from College of DuPage. I am writing on behalf of Mark Pearson and 
Latanya Cobb regarding their nomination for the ACSA Diversity Achievement Award. Both Mark and 
Latayna have made a significant impact on my architecture education, they have both helped and 
guided me through it.  

During my time at COD the experiences and connections that Mark had set up for everyone were 
extremely helpful. We were able to connect with different directors from various universities, which was 
where I had met Latanya. During a class zoom meeting, that Mark had set up with her, I was given the 
opportunity to learn more about the UIUC curriculum and requirements in order to narrow down the 
choices I had for transferring. During this zoom meeting Lataya had given us amazing insight on the 
program that UIUC has to offer, and she stressed that if we had any more questions or concerns to 
contact her at any time. Some classmates and I took advantage of this opportunity and emailed Latanya 
to see if we could set up a meeting for a tour of the studio and the architecture culture. She not only 
scheduled it but had other UIUC and COD transfer students to show us around and give us a better 
students perspective of the architecture program. During this tour I was able to see the community and 
curriculum of UIUC, which made me feel more confident on the discussion to transfer there.  

When talking about the architecture program of both institutions, I believe that they are both amazing 
and correlate with one another. The architecture program at College of DuPage allowed for my 
transferring process, to UIUC, to be as seamless as possible. Mark thoroughly prepared us during 
our second-year studio, ensuring not only a smooth transition but also for us to succeed and perform 
exceptionally well in the studios we transfer into. During my first year at UIUC I was nominated for the 
Earl prize, both semesters, and won the Honorable Mention for my Spring studio.  

Before I had transferred to UIUC I was told that Calculus was a strict requirement for transferring and 
graduating. During the time I was applying to UIUC I was struggling with the class and had unfortunately 
failed it. Concerned with how this effected my acceptance Latanya had talked with me and allowed me 
to still transfer, as long as I took the class over the summer and passed with an acceptable grade. Other 
then getting that class sorted with, the transferring process from COD to UIUC was extremely easy. 
Before classes started that August, Lataya met up with me in order to get my classes sorted with so 
that I would have an easier transition into UIUC. She gave a run down on how to utilize the complicated 
websites that I will need to use to select any other classes in the future. With this guidance I was able to 
comfortably pick out my classes for my final year at UIUC. 

These are just some of the few examples of them helping me with furthering my education and love for 
architecture. Mark and Latnya’s help have allowed me to grow and succeed in all my classes, as well as 
continuing to grow my love and passion for architecture. 

Thank you, 
Irvin Amezola 
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While transfer pathways in architectural education are not uncommon, what makes this collaboration unique is 
the care and support that each institution provides students throughout the process.  Since 2018, La Tanya Cobb 
from Illinois has been working with Mark Pearson from COD to facilitate best practices in transfer for architecture 
students.  This collaboration, that both cherish, enhances the culture of each institution.  Transfer collaborations 
like this help expand access to architectural education and provide pathways for students who might otherwise lack 
opportunities. 


